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This became another challgnge for Mulford, who
upon his transfer to the Special [Operations Command
was not . only the Non-Comjpnissioned Officer in
Charge, but also the only member of the new Black
Daggers. He went to work imnjediately, developing a
standard operating procedure dnd show schedule for
the team, as well as designing uniforms and para-
chutes. He also began recruitirlg parachutists.

With the only firm requirenjents for membership
being a member of a USASOC kubordinate unit and a
minimum of 50 free fall jumps,| Mulford went to work
putting his team together. Today, the team has 24 total
members.

Among the most active mempers of the team stand
three Mississippians, each unique in their own way.

irst is' Mulford I awegby Magter Sgt. Mark Jones of
Biloxi, who sfiPm-iag*past few years as the Senior
Enlisted Aide t@*&hairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
Gen. Henry Siyellor
Also on t {! team is a Mississippian who, like
up through the Mississippi Army
owever, Staff Sgt. Jody Beck of
NCO for Support Company of the
pecial Forces| Battalion, is the first
g*serve on an elite Army Parachute Team
a Guardsman. Beck, whojjoined the Mississippi
National Guard in 1993, is thg only member of the
Black Daggers not stationed at t. Bragg.

A long-time associate of Mulford’s, Beck was
recruited by the veteran for thg Black Daggers upon
the team’s creation. Although dinique, the geographi-
cal distance from the rest of his feam has been a chal-
lenge. Beck flies to Ft. Bragg §nce a month to prac-
tice with the team, and pays his own way to each of
their shows. Despite the inconvenience, Beck said he
wouldn’t trade the experience.

“I'm tickled to death,” he said of being on the team.

“I'm going to do it as long as | ]an

Although the team is loaded with experience,
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including two former Golden
Knights beside Mulford, the
Mississippi influence can't be
denied. This was evident when
they made their first public jump in
Tupelo. This was especially
poignant for the Mississippians on
the team.

“To reach this point, and be able
to demonstrate our proficiency to
our home state was very special,”
Mulford said. “I hope that was the
first of many jumps at home.”

Just the opportunity to jump at
that level is enough for Beck, who
described a Black Dagger practice
as often including 22 jumps in one
day.

“I thought | was good until | went
to practice,” he said. “This is a dif-
ferent level of jumping. | can't
imagine anyone not wanting to do
this.”

According to Mulford, desire is
the most important criteria for a
prospective Black Dagger. As with
Beck, Mulford insists that tradition-
al Guardsmen are encouraged to
try out.

“If you do a lot of accuracy
jumps, and make sure you're in
good shape, then you have a shot
at being a Black Dagger,” he said.
Mulford, who made his first free fall
jump eight years ago, now has
over 5,000 to his credit. Still, he
says he wouldn’t be where he is
today if not for the Mississippi
Guard.

“The Mississippi National Guard
gives you the opportunity to do
whatever you want, whether it be
airborne school, air assault school,
or special forces,” he said. “If not
for the Mississippi National Guard,
| wouldn't be where | am right now.”

A former member of the
Mississippi National Guard
Marathon Team, Mulford has
gained the respect of peers and
superiors alike. The captain who
first introduced him to free fall
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jumping almost a decade ago, the
current Deputy Chief of Staff for
Operations Col. Allen Brewer, said
he has seen Mulford’'s ability first
hand.

“Whatever he sets out to do,
whether it's parachuting, or tank

gunnery, Johnny’s going to do what
it takes to excel,” Brewer said.
“Anything he sets out to do, he’s
going to do it well.”

If it's up to these men in black,
who pierce the sky as daggers,



